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Southbank Sinfonia - a jazz exploration
Southbank Sinfonia will be joined by renowned jazz specialists Martin Hathaway and Sandy Burnett and members of the Guildhall School of Music and Drama jazz department for a week-long project which explores jazz music in an orchestral setting. The project culminates in a special free jazz Rush Hour concert at St John’s Waterloo, London on Thursday 20 May at 6pm.
Conducted by Sandy Burnett, the evening’s concert will include a world premiere by Malcolm Edmonstone, with Martin Hathaway as alto saxophone soloist. The programme will also feature Bernstein’s On the Town: Three Dance Episodes and Duke Ellington’s Black, Brown and Beige Suite (arr. Peress). 

“Jazz and classical music are two forms that have always been close to my heart,” says Sandy Burnett. “While they usually inhabit different environments, in recent years I’ve become fascinated by how the two musical cultures can be brought together. And I passionately believe that there’s so much that jazz and classical musicians can learn from each other. For this exciting project, I’ve hand-picked two classic American twentieth-century works which achieve a true synthesis of musical styles - with the jazz and classical elements working in, so to speak, perfect harmony. Bernstein’s understanding of both the symphony orchestra and popular culture was second to none, and I hope that the chance to hear Duke Ellington’s powerful and uplifting masterpiece Black Brown and Beige, in an orchestral suite version sanctioned by the composer, will be an unforgettable experience.”
For further information please contact: 
Alexandra Cross 

020 7921 0378 

alexandra@southbanksinfonia.co.uk 
www.southbanksinfonia.co.uk

EDITOR’S NOTE:
SOUTHBANK SINFONIA

Southbank Sinfonia (SbS) is an orchestra of young professionals now established as Britain’s leading orchestral academy, providing the most talented players with a much-needed springboard into the profession. 

Every year 32 players, each supported by a bursary, undertake an intensive and wide-ranging programme of performance and professional development. A distinctive and integral part of the programme is collaboration with leading performing arts organisations such as the Royal Opera House and Academy of St Martin in the Fields. 
The 2010 season promises concerts across the UK, family performances at Cadogan Hall, an annual 10-day festival in Anghiari, Italy, another run of Stoppard and Previn’s Every Good Boy Deserves Favour at the National Theatre and free, informal Thursday Rush Hour concerts in the orchestra’s home at St John’s Waterloo.
www.southbanksinfonia.co.uk

 

MARTIN HATHAWAY
Martin Hathaway attended the Guildhall School of Music & Drama in London from 1987 – 1991, obtaining a first-class honours degree and the LGSM diploma in jazz studies, and was lead alto sax in the award-winning Guildhall Jazz Band during that time. 
Martin Hathaway has become an important and highly respected member of the British jazz scene, having performed with many of the country’s leading musicians. He has played in many different ensembles covering a wide range of styles, from vintage jazz to abstraction, although he is probably best known for his long association (since 1988) with pianist and composer Michael Garrick, playing in a variety of his projects; and for his work in the London Jazz Orchestra, where his playing and compositions are regularly featured. He has played in Big Bands led by Mike Westbrook, Stan Sulzmann, Pete Hurt and Duncan Lamont and has appeared with the Dankworth Generation Band, 'Vile Bodies' and Keith Nichols' Cotton Club Orchestra. 
The 'New Quartet' led by Michael Garrick, features Martin Hathaway extensively as player and composer, and they released a CD in 2002 to great critical acclaim. The group continues to tour regularly throughout the UK and was a major feature during 2003, celebrating Garrick’s 70th birthday. Hathaway has also been touring the UK and has recorded a CD with 'Time Zone' - a quintet led by trumpeter Loz Speyer. 'Time Zone' played for a week at Ronnie Scott’s club in 2005. Martin has also collaborated with fellow saxophonists Martin Speake, Phil Bancroft and Tony Kofi in an improvising sax quartet. 
Martin Hathaway has been extremely active in music education for a number of years. He has been a Professor at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama since 1991, where he teaches jazz skills and general musicianship, and was appointed Head of Jazz in October 2007. He was formerly a lecturer in Jazz Arranging and History at Goldsmiths’ College, London, and was a founding member of the East London Jazz Project, which ran regular workshops and gigs during the 1990’s.
SANDY BURNETT
Sandy Burnett enjoys a varied career that embraces conducting, broadcasting, playing, and communicating his passion for music in all its forms, and across many musical styles.


His conducting credits include the Tallis Chamber Orchestra, the Royal Academy of Music, and the Pegasus Choir as well as the Royal Shakespeare Company, National Theatre and London’s West End where he spent many years as musical director.  In December 2010 his long-running Bach cantata cycle at St Michael and all Angels in Chiswick comes to an end. 


The mid 1990s saw Sandy established as one of the core team of voices on BBC Radio 3. His many presenting credits include hosting the flagship breakfast programme Morning on 3, anchoring studio broadcasts, interviewing leading artists, and introducing countless live broadcasts from the Proms and elsewhere. His production company Artsaudio makes programmes and features for RTÉ’s Radio 1 and Lyric FM, and creates podcasts for many venues and cultural organisations. 

On the performing side, Sandy is a respected bass player on the British jazz scene. He has worked with many of the great players in British and American jazz. 

As a music communicator, Sandy has regular invitations to work at all the leading London conservatoires, to host Insight evenings for the Royal Opera, and to lead music tours for Martin Randall Travel. For the RAM’s Junior Academy Symphony Orchestra, he has devised an innovative Discovery programme in which he acts as both conductor and analytical guide.

MALCOLM EDMONSTONE
“truly an astonishing musician” The Daily Telegraph

“combines a sensuous touch with Bach-like precision” The Guardian
Malcolm Edmonstone is a jazz pianist and arranger, born in Perth, Scotland in 1980. In 1998 he moved to London to study at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama, where he gained Bachelors and Masters degrees. Today, Malcolm is a key professor in the Guildhall jazz faculty and forges a career as a modern musician, working as a pianist, educator, arranger and musical director in many high profile situations.
Whilst studying at GSMD, he was called on by Laurie Holloway to cover the piano chair on an international tour with his wife, the late jazz legend Marion Montgomery. Since then Malcolm has continued to work with Laurie on various projects, including the first three series of the BBC1 show Strictly Come Dancing, where he played piano and arranged a significant portion of the music. During this time Malcolm was writing prolifically and having his arrangements performed live on television to audiences upwards of 10m.
At 21, he met Jacqui Dankworth and soon became her Musical Director. Together they have toured the world and been involved in numerous recording projects, including albums Detour Ahead and Back to You. In 2009, Malcolm had the honour of working alongside the late Sir John Dankworth on an album with Jacqui. They worked together on the arrangements on what was sadly the last of many occasions in which Sir John mentored Malcolm’s development as a writer.

Malcolm works with some of the most original musicians in the UK. He is a member of Mike Walker’s Madhouse band, and has played with many of the UK’s leading jazz musicians, including Mark Lockheart, Stan Sulzmann and Iain Dixon. At the 19th meeting of the International Association of Schools of Jazz, Dave Liebman invited Malcolm to play in his only appearance during that conference.
As a session musician, Malcolm’s extensive work ranges from recording for BBC Radio 3 with conductor Lorin Maazel to playing on live television with Tony Bennett. He has recorded extensively as a sideman in the jazz and commercial music worlds. He has twice been commissioned by the National Youth Jazz Orchestra of Scotland, the second of which is featured on the disc Scotland Suite. His first album as a leader, featuring Mark Lockheart and Mike Walker, will be released in 2011.
Education has always been a large part of Malcolm’s life – as well as five years as co-Director of NYJOS and the same time as a Professor at GSMD, he has held many visiting teaching positions, including stints at RAM, TCM, Middlesex University and Birmingham Conservatoire. He is often employed by ABRSM to work with classical peripatetic teachers exploring jazz music.
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